A SHORTER HISTORY OF ENGLAND
—to wit, the strict international definition of blockade. No
blockade was to be recognized unless it was effectual, and
privateering was outlawed. To have both those points accepted
internationally was to confirm more strongly than ever the power
England exercised at sea. It is true that the right of search
over neutral vessels for cargo other than contraband of war was
abandoned, but on balance the new arrangements were heavily
in favour of this country.
The Indian Mutiny. Immediately following upon the
Crimean War, and perhaps to some extent as a repercussion
from it, there broke out a mutiny among the native troops in
India. Unrest had been present among them for some time
past; it became active on the issue of munitions (cartridges) of
which the agitators believed (or pretended to believe) that they
were greased with pig-fat—an abomination to the Moham-
medans—and with the lard of cow's meat—a desecration to
the Hindus. The issue was recalled in January 1857, but the
mutinous feeling was not checked.
In May 1857 the native cavalry at Meerut mutinied, and the
infantry joined them, fired on their officers, killed the English
colonel of the regiment, and liberated certain mutineers who
had been imprisoned. The mutiny reached Delhi, where the
King, the descendant of the Great Mogul, countenanced it,^and
the garrison of which town joined it. Lastly Nana Sahib, heir
to a great line of native princes who had been dispossessed
during the expansion of the English power over India, was
guilty of a massacre of Europeans, men, women, and children,
at Cawnpore.
Intense excitement was roused in England by the news of
these things, and especially by the Cawnpore massacre. The
repression of the Mutiny was undertaken with vigour, unity,
and success; it was supported by native military elements in
that diversified sub-continent—the great mass of whose hundreds
of millions of population stood apart from the struggle. The
Rajahs of Gwalior and Indore gave help, and a decisive effect
was produced by the support of the Sikhs, a military race recently
brought under British administration. They played a con-
spicuous part in the actions which suppressed the Mutiny. But
it was not finally crushed until the March of 1858, when Luck-
now was taken. From that moment all serious danger was at
an end. The cruelties of the revolt and its suppression, the
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